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CCSD Rate Increases 

Part 4: Cambria’s Proposed Rates in Context 

 
Even after the proposed increase, Cambria water and sewer rates would be near or below 

those of most nearby districts. 

 

The case for higher rates really rests on just one question: whether the rates are needed to pay the 

costs of providing water and sewer services here in Cambria.  What people pay in Cayucos, 

Morro Bay or Los Osos is their concern, not ours.  But a look at rates in neighboring 

communities is helpful as a way to remind us that the high cost of water and sewer services here 

is hardly unique. 

 

The CCSD’s rate study, done by Bartle-Wells earlier this year, showed that Cambria’s current 

combined water/sewer rate of $180.65 for a typical residential user (3 units a month, or 6 units 

on a bimonthly basis) was below current rates in San Simeon, Cayucos, Avila Beach, Morro Bay 

and Los Osos.  Bartle-Wells noted that most of these areas were also facing rate increases this 

year or the next.  

 

Two years from now, when Cambria’s proposed rate increases are fully in effect, what will its 

rank be then?  

 

To answer that question, we compared the proposed CCSD rates as of July 1, 2020 with current 

rates in the other districts or, when known, rates due to take effect between now and 2020. In 

most cases – the one exception being the water rate in Cayucos -- 2020 rates for the comparison 

areas have not yet been adopted. We assume that if any of those rates change between now and 

then, they will rise rather than fall. This means that Cambria’s rates will rank at least as low in 

2020 as they do now. 

 

Here is how Cambria’s bimonthly combined water, sewer and SWF rates for a typical 

residential customer (using 6 units every two months) in 2020 compare with rates in neighboring 

areas: 

 

• San Simeon: $196.86 (rates effective July 1, 2018)  

• Cambria: $260.48 (as of July 1, 2020, with all proposed rates in effect) 

• Avila Beach: $304.62 (rates effective July 1, 2018) 

• Morro Bay: $348.00 (rates to take effect July 1, 2019, pending final approval on 

September 11, 2018) 

• Cayucos: $351.60 (sewer rate effective July 1, 2018; water rate as of July 1, 2020) 

• Los Osos (Baywood Park area): $440.76 (rates effective July 1, 2018) 

• Los Osos (Los Osos area): $451.62 (rates effective July 1, 2018). 



 
2 

As you can see, water and sewer service is not cheap on the Central Coast. But among 

communities with similar climates and water use, Cambria will remain one of the least expensive 

even after its proposed rates are fully in effect.  

 

The only area that might be cheaper in 2020, San Simeon, faces the prospect of a major expense 

in coming years to replace a wastewater treatment plant that is out of compliance with coastal 

regulations. Morro Bay also needs to replace its wastewater plant, and the city has proposed a 

$41 monthly ($82 bimonthly) surcharge on residential water bills to finance that project. That 

rate increase is currently in the Proposition 218 protest process, with a final hearing set on 

September 11. But even if the surcharge is rejected, Morro Bay’s water and sewer rates ($266 

bimonthly) still would exceed Cambria’s 2020 rates.  
 

To view other Cambrians For Water articles on CCSD Water Rates, please 

visit https://www.cambriansforwater.com/ccsd-rate-increases/. 
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