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CCSD Rate Increases 
Part 1: Funding Capital Needs 

 
 
For years, the CCSD capital budgets have not kept up with identified needs in its 
aging Water and Wastewater systems.  
 
The proposed rate increases in the Water and Wastewater funds are designed to 
finance a growing backlog of capital projects needed to update the CCSD’s aging 
infrastructure. In the 10-year period ending with the budget for the current (2018-19) 
fiscal year, budgeted capital outlays have totaled $1.36 million in the Water fund and 
$1.79 million in the Wastewater fund. (Revenue and spending for Sustainable Water 
Facility is separate from these two funds.) That comes to $136,000 a year for Water 
and $179,000 a year for Wastewater.  
 
The 2018-2019 budget allocates $321,700 in capital outlay for Water and $209,509 
for Wastewater. These are improvements over the long-term average, but they still fall 
well short of the costs of projects that –- in addition to regular maintenance and repair 
– have been identified as necessary to keep Cambria’s aging water and sewer systems 
functioning reliably up to current health and safety standards.   
 
The two tables below show current cost estimates of capital needs in the Water and 
Wastewater systems. These figures are based on analysis by CCSD’s Finance and 
Infrastructure standing committees, which are each made up of two CCSD directors 
and three volunteer residents from the community: 
 
Water System Needs ($3.93 Million Total):   
                                                                           
 (In 000s) 
Survey of piping systems for leaks  $50 
Subzone metering of distribution system $150 
Santa Rosa Creek pedestrian bridge piping replacement $120 
Replace service lines in Leimert $60 
Water meter replacements $1,000 
Replace/repair lines under State Parks Property $1,200 
Rodeo Grounds pump station replacement $1,000 
San Simeon generator replacement $100 
Valve replacements $100 
Pine Knolls Iva Court expansion $150 
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Wastewater System Needs ($6.05M Total):  
 (In 000s) 
Main electrical power feed renovation $400 
Aeration tank upgrades $120 
Aeration controls $150 
Aeration blowers replacement $180 
Replace backup generator $200 
Overall plant renewal program $1,500 
SCADA* system upgrades $350 
Collection system cleaning and video $500 
Lift station repairs and upgrades $2,200 
Vactor truck  $450 

*SCADA: Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
 
In addition to these specific projects, the water system leak survey and wastewater 
system cleaning and video are expected to uncover other needed repairs.  While costs 
for these repairs have not yet been estimated, the CCSD staff expects these repairs to 
be relatively minor in the water system but more extensive in wastewater.   
 
The capital projects in the tables above are all needed in the near term, although some 
(such as replacing valves and water meters, lift station repair and upgrades, and 
SCADA system upgrades) would take several years to complete. For these projects 
alone, the total estimated cost is about $10 million.  Grants may be available to cover 
some of that amount, but it’s unlikely that they will make up for the shortfall in 
funding that would continue under current water and sewer rates. Also, the longer the 
CCSD continues to delay funding these capital projects, the more expensive they will 
be. 
	


